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Lack of Information Led U.S. 
O To Overestimate Missile Lao 



O 


; . Soviet Advances Became Major Intelli- , 

: gence Target in Early 1950s it. But bv the lime of the middle : A ™ cke ‘ vehicle “P®!* 1 * ot ' 

: 1950s, I had. been to Korea (0 • launching a heavy satellite, is 
\ i '' SECOND OF A SERIES study the vwir vve almost lost—- 1 •* !. P*’t ;o, ' se ^y the same thing ns 

‘ n cr\/i 7 DT 7 T^r' c a r r j and historians may say we did i an ICBM, but military authori- 
ty bVLKLi i 2>. ALLEN j j ose ; t _ nnc j 1^7^000 casualties. ties conceded that when the Hus- 

New Bedford, Mass., Standard-Times Staff Writer , "The Niko-Ajax ‘(missile) sys* sians ^zd solved problems c* 

WACMTvrmM t w ( t n\ tem was beginning to appear; .^guidance, re-entry and procUic- 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27 (AP) . oninion it neutralized tho -tion, they could reach anywhere 
AT THE MOMENT, THE UNITED STATES has more Sbomber’s effective striking I**- United Stales with an 
300 fully armed intercontinental ballistic missiles deployed on .power * ! ICBM launched from the Soviet 

launchers, 600 of them Minutemen and almost all in "hardened” "By* 1936 it was recommend-" Union- 

(underground, concrete) silos dispersed over an area of mors t0 ‘ U s'i;hat we eo for an IRBM - B y th i« lime it was accepted 
: than 100,000- square miles, from New York state to California. .(medium - range missile) be-1 Jn tSl ° United States that noth " 

ttrxss&'zss. *• *.*. a*. *-*> 3 . “slk “ , "' i ,rm 

ment came about is the storv mt0 Dulles calied “a ICBMS (lon 0 --range missile.*), 

of the nonexistent "missile gap!” dichotomy of skeptics and wej 

'• As World War II neared an lievers « - : : C0l,ld do in a hm, Y- # 1 

Among the latter were John ^ 1956, * 


end, the Soviet Union, Britain 


achieving an intercontinental 
missile with n 5000-mile rungc. 

VON BRAUN was convinced 
that if the United States had 


• '"'7 cVT m " van Neumann of the Princeton <he U*2, an American aircraft/ kept a stcpi>ed - up Penne- 

and the United States acquired ; ar ! Neumann or tne 1 nnceioa nicture * ! muncle operation, iL could have 

all of the German technical data University Institute for Advanca miles' wide and 2174 ! had ™ 1CBM b V 195 °- Obvious- 

' and military devices they could. Stud] les and _Trevor Garuner, wh * •, P j * f ' h inht J ] y, if the United Stales couk 

The Russians did oarticularlv early in 1953 was appointed spo m,l€S Jon S 11 om . a height ot 1 )’ 

, u £ Particularly • j assistant sccr i tarv fnr * 60,000 to 70,000 feet, began to 

Well because their army over- CItU assistant secretary 101 it- - * * 

> ran most of Germany’s rocket ^ e . ar ^ and development for tha y * , f n j, * , <w 

' production and assembly fa- Air Force * Gardner immediate- Ia the ™° r<,s of P u les * 

cilities ly addressed priority efforts to Kaoisd, rather quickly, extra- 

The' director of Germany’s the Missile. . ordinary results from photo- 

t, j v , , jLjf * graphing theur major base ami 

^ n WAS Gardner wh0 «tab- toe complex. around it. After 

Wpmhwvm Rrmn whn wnrkofi '' s '^ ed , tke Strategic Missiles that, v/e were able to ivatch its 

r , v » ’ . Evaluation Committee, which . development vtith reasonable ac- 

Tra m T.m nnH^L w t !nO^ came to be knwvl1 as the Tea P ot curacy. Other Air Force detec- 

“ thl E Z . Committee. Von Neumann was . tion meth :nl s also were 

_ , c nv ipt * chairman and Wiesner one of its', developed, permitting more ac- 

The Dornbcrger - Von Braun ° f T > • 

team of 130 scientists and engi- SSt^ Uni^St^e^S 1 ' n ^7 ■?** To < cstimated that the Russian * 

ncers, together with valuable L'lCBMta four^ k"k- KC! ^ , es ’. we /- clt i could produce as many. as 10,000 

documents, parts and scientific “at die Russians had a loa-' 1 Y V u > , sh °° , a -bvissi!es in a year’s time. (Pres- 

.u. TT-u.j tnat aie Russians had a tau.; grca.cr distance, but that they ent stockpiles indicate how ri- 


ly, if the United Stales could 
have had one that early, the 
Russians certainly could have 
one eight years later. National 
composure was not helped by 
an Intelligence study of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion that said the Sovjet Union, 
had iCRMs with nuclear war- 
heads "in operational quanti- 
ties/' The report said that Red 
missile forces numbered 200,000 
men at about 100 bases. 

At one j>oinl t the United States 


reports, arrived in the United 0 f seve ral years 
States in the summer of M The x< , apot Committee be- 
. But the war was over and the j ieved that the nation was in 

United States did not feel the g rave danger and called for an 

f necd .’ °, r des,r f> estabI,ah aggressive missile effort that 
a single htgh-pnonty missile President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
; program. • - 


Were ' running out of. land in 
the FCamchaika and Siberian 
areas, and ])iobably could not 
monitor efficiently, a ; longer 
ihol. ' 


diculous this figure was; the 
United States is producing one 
Minuteman missile per day.) 
This estimate was based on an 
•intelligence evaluation, in turn 


7H£ GAITHER committee, ' based on Russian production ca- 


woxtrrTncT ah nn. / “backed to the hilt,” in the 'established, by Eisenhower, was; padty. 

HOWEVER, A ^ en for- words of one member, trying 10 decide when the Rus- . principa 

Hhr> nirnrifni* A.F f ha r’rtnffol Tr»_ T ^ .x.. r. _ • . * 9 . * 


wwuinuw uiiu uie hoac u. o, former 

;whom the Russians had been .10,000 to 12,000 pounds, would! diiadvanta.e- 
* able to hire.” v./v/nv-1 Ua -^1. . OrtrtA j _ IftfliL _ ** 


er, s(. -we wjj-e at a serious ;g<ram far ahead of ours. 

1 Tomorrow: The role of the U-2 


. - . — *- ? , uisauvcunaxt*. , j omorrow; ine roie o 

T Wi f , need to be only 3000 to 400(i; On Aug. 26, lf)57, the Soviet! and Samos II* , ' 

ipil in Prj?^f Tnhi’ ^ would ^ news »gei»cv Ta« announced the ! : “ " ' 1 *" 

ence adviser to President John Air Force argument that a mis-j bunching of n long-rance bal- ; 

F. Kennedy, was “first con- s jj e would be hard to build be-1ii., t " c rilssile ® 6 

2 i* ' t/.s.j n iiijfe-v^%7iT 
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j summer of 1952. He recalls: "I 
heard a briefing by an Air 
.Force officer, in which he de- 
- scribed something that resem- 
bled the Empire State Building 
, and estimated it would take the 


a huge nuclear-fission bomb, [the words of" Dulles, by .“sound- 

/■MU' Irtac fhr I oi- 1 vi 


LT. GEN. James M. Gavin ing the alarm/' 

(ret.), former Army missiIo , the Russians I'ircd three satel- 
chief, recalls:. Uiie.s beiwecn Oct. 4, 1057, and 

"The manned bomber,- in the VFay 11, 1958, the last being, 

Soviets until 1965 to develop it, and before; Sputnik: lit, weighing 2926' 

fiD that we need not ba con, had been tremendously effective. j>ounds. conu*ai t id with three of. 
cerned for a long time.*' / *° d 601,16 6tm had Wind fait)l iu:our sho;, that had payloads of! 
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